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Could China's solar panels help meet Africa's energy needs?

From Algeria on the Mediterranean coast to landlocked Zambia in the south, countries across Africa have been

importing significantly more solar panels from China this year than in the past, which analysts say could be

the start of a massive effort to help meet the continent's power demands with renewable energy instead of

fossil fuels.

 Are Chinese solar companies supplying Africa's solar demand?

Since Chinese solar companies have significant price advantages over manufacturers in other countries,they

are always the go-to option for supplying Africa's solar demand. There are two types of demand driving the

solar boom in African countries,Echard says.

 Is there a solar industry in Africa?

The problem is that there's almost nolocal solar manufacturing industry in Africa,says Elena Kiryakova,a

research fellow at the ODI Global think tank who studies China's climate investment in Africa.

 How many solar panels did Africa Import in May 2025?

In May 2025,African countries imported a combined 1.57 Gigawattsof solar panels from China,an all time

high. (Think of it as adding three-fourths of the capacity of the Hoover Dam in one month.)

The market for these corporate actions was sparked in part by South Africa''s 2020 Enhanced Producer

Responsibility regulations. Solar farms offer economies of scale for PV panel ...

Africa''s solar imports soared 60% to 15 GW in 2025, fueled by China, reshaping power and cutting diesel

reliance.

Solar panel imports by other African countries amounted to 11.2 gigawatts in the 12 months to June, Ember

found -- triple the level just two years earlier.

On the continent, Chinese firms are present across project scales, but particularly in off-grid systems for rural

households, where pragmatic partnerships with African businesses and ...

Energy-starved countries on the continent have reluctantly turned to coal and gas for decades. Cheap Chinese
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solar panels are now finally changing the calculus.

China is supplying low cost solar panels to many African nations, including South Africa. Doing so also

increases its political power.

Solar panel imports into Africa rose by 60% in the 12 months to June 2025, reflecting the positive momentum

in the renewables segment That is according to a new analysis of China''s solar ...

Africa''s solar imports from China hit 15 GW in 2025, up 60%. Record growth signals a clean energy boom,

but capacity still lags global pace.

JOHANNESBURG -- Hisense South Africa and China National Building Material Group (CNBM) on

Tuesday signed a strategic cooperation agreement to provide smart energy solutions in ...

Africa is emerging as the world''s fastest-growing solar market, with China playing a critical role in the

process, according to a new report by the African Solar Industry Association, or AFSIA.
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